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Crossing Cultures
Convening Minds
Circulating Ideas

Who We Are 
Past and Present Activities
2019/2020



ConveningMinds 

1) The Venice Seminars on Toleration
An International Forum and Summer School on the prospects for democracy, 
human rights, secularism and religion across different cultures.
_ Next Seminar: “Communities and the Individual: Democracy’s Building 
Blocks”; May 20-25, 2020.
_ In partnership with Università Ca’Foscari.
_ Recent Speakers: Giuliano Amato, Albena Azmanova, Karen Barkey, Sheri 
Berman, José Casanova, Alessandro Ferrara and many others.
_ Participation of 60 top international scholars and 120 young professionals 
from Indonesia, China, India, Northern Africa, Turkey, Russia, the EU and the 
US (2017-).

2) The Reset Dialogues School on Pluralism
An International Conference and Summer School on Religious Pluralism, 
Education and Political Liberties.
_ Next Summer School: Tunisia (July 2020). In partnership with the Tunisian 
Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts (Beit al-Hikma), University of Carthage.
_ Previous Summer Schools: Casablanca, Morocco (July 2018/2019). In part-
nership with the King Abdul-Aziz Foundation and the Granada Institute for High-
er Education and Research, and the support of the Henry Luce Foundation, the 
Italian Minsitry of Foreign Affairs and the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
_ Recent Speakers: Asma Afsaruddin, Massimo Campanini, Jocelyne Cesa-
ri, Khalid Hajji, Aziz Mechouat, Abdulaziz Sachedina and many others.
_ Participation of 20 top international scholars and 71 young professionals 
from Turkey, Northern Africa, the Middle East, the US and the EU (2018 -).

3) Reset Dialogues on Illiberal Trends
A series of debates in the United States and Italy.
_ Meetings: on themes of Fragility, Cohesion, Vulnerability and Europe/ 
Migration at the University of Milan (2018/2019); on “The Trap of Polariza-
tion, and The Erosion of the Democratic Discourse” at Columbia University 
(March 2019); and “Resetting Liberalism: an inquiry into the crisis of open 
societies” at the College of William and Mary (November 2019).
_ In Partnership with: Zampa Foundation and the University of Milan (2018-); 
The Italian Academy at Columbia and the New York Review of Books 
(2019); The College of William and Mary (2019). 
_ Speakers: Giuliano Amato, Anthony Appiah, Karen Barkey, Seyla Benha-
bib, Sheri Berman, Stanley Greenberg, Mark Lilla, Yascha Mounk, Chiara 
Saraceno, Michael Walzer and many others.
_ Participation of Young Scholars and General Public.

4) The Intercultural Lexicon
A political dictionary for cross-cultural engagement.
_ Next Conference: “Liberalism, a comparative perspective”; Jan 31/Feb 1, 
2019 at the Havel Library, Prague.
_ Related Conferences: University of Tunis (2017, 2019); Center for Human 
Values, Princeton University (2019); University of California, Berkeley (2020).
_ Recent Speakers: Joseph Chan, Mohsen Kadivar, Cécile Laborde, Stephen 
Macedo, Alan Patten, Michael Walzer and many others. 
_ Participation of two dozen top international scholars and 30 Young Profes-
sionals from the US, Tunisia and Italy, (2017 -).
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Reset-Dialogues on Civilizations, founded in 2004  
by scholars with different backgrounds is committed 
to the goals of generating scientific insights  
on cultural pluralism, analyzing the root causes  
of cultural, religious, ethnic conflicts, connecting 
different viewpoints in scholarly research, 
promoting pluralism, toleration and human 
rights in different civilizational environments 

Ongoing/PastEvents
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ConveningMinds 

Istanbul Seminars: Bridging Cultural Borders between East and West 
(currently suspended)
_ In partnership with Bilgi University and the journal Philosophy and Social 
Criticism.
_ Recent Participants: Lisa Anderson, Akeel Bilgrami, Amr Hamzawi, Manlio 
Graziano, Jürgen Habermas, Mohammed Hashas, Nader Hashemi, Riva Kas-
toryano, Dilek Kurban, Avishai Margalit, David Rasmussen, Charles Taylor, 
Michael Walzer and many others.
_ Around 1,000 attendees, including 200 young professionals, from 2007-2016.
 
Venice-Delhi Seminars: Democracy and Pluralism between Europe and In-
dia (continuing)
_ In partnership with Seminar magazine.
_ Recent Participants: Rajeev Bhargava, Rachel Dwyer, Ramin Jahanbegloo, 
Jytte Klausen, Will Kymlicka, Olivier Roy, Ananya Vajpeyi, Shiv Visvanatahn 
and many others.
_ Around 250 attendees, including 100 young professionals, since 2010.
 
Euro-Arab Forum for democracy: inclusive secularism and human rights
_  Rome (2014); Tunis (2019).
_ Recent Participants: Yadh Ben Achour, Ahmed Bouazzi, Issam Chabbi, 
Emanuele Felice, Ali Hafsi, Mounir Kchaou, Zied Laddhari, Mehdi Mabrouk, 
Mohsen Marzouk, Ferdinando Nelli Feroci.
_ Around 150 attendees, including 50 young professionals, in 2014, 2015 
and 2019.
 
Exiting Violence: The Role of Religion
_ In partnership with Berkley Center and Bruno Kessler Foundation. 
_ Trento (Oct. 2017); Washington (Oct. 2018).
_ Recent Participants: José Casanova, Gerard Mannion, Judd Birdsall, Kath-
erine Marshall.

CirculatingIdeas 

ResetDOC.org
An Online Forum for Cross-Cultural Analysis, Commentary and Scholarship
 
In addition to providing information on Reset Dialogues’ latest programming 
and events, the website serves as a forum for original articles, video inter-
views as well as curated translations contributed by cutting-edge, non-Anglo-
phone authors. New content is uploaded weekly, and around seven articles 
are published monthly in addition to a bimonthly thematic dossier, and an 
e-magazine. The videos and short snapshot interviews of prominent intel-
lectuals & specialized researchers focus on compelling topics such as the 
evolution of democracy, human and women’s rights, and cultural and reli-
gious pluralism. These products share an approach to current events through 
the lens of pluralism and toleration in theory and historical practice – always 
keeping an eye out for what works. 

_ Recent Essays: Rajeev Bhargava, “A Multiple Belonging: Recovering Gan-
dhi’s Religious Vision” October 2019; Yonatan Levi, “Where has Israel’s Social 
Justice Movement gone?” September 2019.
_ Recent Dossiers: “Is Orange the New Black? New Far-Right in the Netherlands” 
April 2019; “Gathering at the Bedside of Liberal Democracy” March 2019.
_ Recent Video Interviews: Soli Özel, “Have we Overcome the Peak of the Cycle 
of Populism and Economic Turmoil?” September 2019; Stanley Greenberg, 
“President Trump’s Tea Party Revolution and the End of America’s Polari-
zation” September 2019; Ece Temelkuran, “We Need Global Solidarity” July 
2019; Mark Lilla, “Too much Identity Politics?” May 2019.  

New York

The Trap of Polarization 
The Erosion of Democratic Discourse
Thursday, March 14th 2019, 2.00–6.30 pm
Italian Academy, Columbia University
 1161 Amsterdam Ave, New York 10027
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Participants: Giuliano Amato, Anthony Appiah
Karen Barkey, Seyla Benhabib, Sheri Berman
Giancarlo Bosetti, Jose Casanova, David Freedberg
Stanley Greenberg, Stephen Hanson, Joseph 
LaPalombara, Jonathan Laurence, Soli Özel
Ece Temelkuran, Michael Walzer 
Attendance is free and open to the public Registration: info@resetdoc.org 

See www.resetdoc.org for updates
Under the patronage of 
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice 

The program may be subject to change 
Please, check our website for updated 
information www.resetdoc.org

Thursday, 23 May 
9.30 am – 10.00 am
Introduction
Pasquale Gagliardi, Secretary-General 
Giorgio Cini Foundation
Giancarlo Bosetti, Chairman 
Reset-Dialogues on Civilizations

10.00 am - 10.45 am 
Yael Tamir, The Nationalism of the Vulnerable

11.00 am  – 12.30 pm
Jon Elster, Compensating 
the Losers from Globalization
Patrick Deneen, In Praise of Populism

 1.45 pm – 3.00 pm 
Dilek Kurban, When Authoritarian 
Regimes are Mis-labelled as Democracies
Micheline Ishay, Against the Current: 
Human Rights in the West and the Levant 

3.00 pm – 4.30 pm
Mona Siddiqui, Religious Pluralism: 
Essential or Challenge to Liberal Democracy
Karen Barkey, Contemporary Turkey 
and the Discourses of Religious Pluralism

5.00 pm – 5.45 pm 
Alan Patten, Majority Rights

 Friday, 24 May 
9.30 pm – 11.00 am 
Albena Azmanova, The Trilemma 
of Democratic Capitalism 
Sheri Berman, The Decline of the Left 
and the Rise of Illiberal, Populist Politics

11.15 am – 1.15 pm
Mohsen Kadivar, Democracy and 
Ethical Values from an Islamic Perspective
Tahir Abbas, Islamophobia as Racial 
Biopolitics in the Global North 
Mounir Kchaou, The Political Culture 
of the National Liberation Movement 

2.30 pm – 4.00 pm 
Daniel A. Bell, Social Cohesion without 
Electoral Democracy: The Case of China
With Comments by Pei Wang
Sean Golden, How to Construct a Common 
and Consensual Multicultural Civic Discourse

4.15 pm – 6.00 pm
Abdel Hussain Shaban, The Issues in Modern 
Democracy and the Challenges Yet to Come 
Giulio Azzolini, Mediated Politics, 
Between Masses’ Revolt and Elites’ Revolt 
Michel Wieviorka, Populism... and After

Saturday, 25 May
9.30 am – 10.15 am 
Paolo Costa, Masters of Our 
Own House. What’s the Matter 
with Democratic Sovereignism? 

 10.15 am – 11.50 am 
Roundtable: Ethics, Ideology, Religion: 
Sources or Dangers for the Liberal State
Speakers: Giuliano Amato, 
Sheri Berman, Mohsen Kadivar
Yael Tamir, Michel Wieviorka

 12.00 am – 1.00 pm
Presentations of the Summer 
School Workshops

 1.00 pm
Closing Remarks
Tiziana Lippiello, Vice Rector 
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Giancarlo Bosetti, Chairman 
Reset-Dialogues on Civilizations

Working Language: English 
The Seminars are free and open to all 

Venice

Sources of Democracy
Citizenship, Social Cohesion and Ethical Values
Venue: Giorgio Cini Foundation – Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore, Venice

Participants
Tahir Abbas,  Fiona Adamson,  Mohamed 
Al-Ani,  Giuliano Amato,  Albena Azmanova,  
Giulio Azzolini,  Karen Barkey,  Daniel A. Bell,  
Sheri Berman,  Giancarlo Bosetti,  Marina 
Calloni,  José Casanova,  Paolo Costa,  

Patrick Deneen,  Jon Elster,  Alessandro 
Ferrara, Pasquale Ferrara ,  Patrizio Fondi,  
Pasquale Gagliardi, Sean Golden,  Andrea 
Graziosi,  Micheline Ishay,  Mohsen Kadivar,  
Volker Kaul,  Mounir Kchaou,  Dilek Kurban,  

Jonathan Laurence,  Tiziana Lippiello,  Alan 
Patten,  David Rasmussen,  Abdel Hussain 
Shaban,  Mona Siddiqui, Marcella Simoni,
Yael Tamir,  Francesca Tarocco,  Pei Wang,  
Michel Wieviorka

PastEvents OurWebsite

4 5



6 7

Reset Publications
_ Volumes of selected essays (Springer Publishing).
_ Journal: Special Issues of Philosophy and Social Criticism (2009-).
_ Monographs (hard copies and e-book).
Forthcoming volumes: Mohammed Haddad (ed.): Muslim Reformism. A his-
torical critique; Mohammed Hashas (ed.): Pluralism in Islamic Contexts: 
Ethics, Politics and Modern Challenges; Riccardo Mario Cucciolla (ed.): 
Dimensions and Challenges of Russian Liberalism; Stefano Torelli (ed.): Med-
iterranean Challenge: What Pushes People from Africa Northwards?

Reset Dialogues on Civilizations (DOC) has been convening experts, 
scholars and young professionals and sharing ideas across borders, cultures, 
religions and languages since 2004. Founded in Rome by Nina zu Fürsten-
berg and Giancarlo Bosetti and a small committee of dedicated supporters, 
its strongest early backers on the Founding Committee chaired by US philos-
opher Seyla Benhabib and former Prime Minister Giuliano Amato of Italy, are 
figures such as Abdou Filali-Ansary, Fred Dallmayr, Vartan Gregorian, Nilufer 
Göle, Nasr Hamid, Avishai Margalit, Otto Schily, Karl von Schwarzenberg, Na-
dia Urbinati and Michael Walzer, who have made vital contributions alongside 
scores of others. 

ResetDOC gratefully recognizes support from the Nomis Foundation, the 
Zampa Foundation, and the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Reset Dialogues is an American non-profit organization created in 2009 
to promote cultural and religious pluralism, the rule of law and human rights 
in various contexts. Initially established to support its Italian partner organi-
zation, Reset Dialogues now works together with ResetDOC to commission 
and publish research in the human and social sciences and to convene con-
ferences at American universities, in addition to administering the annual 
Seminars and School on Pluralism in North Africa. 

Reset Dialogues gratefully acknowledges the support of the Carnegie Cor-
poration, the Luce Foundation and the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Advisory Board
Anthony Appiah, Albena Azmanova, Karen Barkey, Rajeev Bhargava
Akeel Bilgrami, Murat Borovali, Giovanna Borradori, Marina Calloni
José Casanova (President), Francesca Corrao, Alessandro Ferrara, 
Pasquale Ferrara, Silvio Ferrari, Maurizio Ferrera, Nilüfer Göle
Andrea Graziosi, Mohamed Haddad, Fuat Keyman, Tiziana Lippiello
Gadi Luzzatto, Stephen Macedo, Alberto Melloni, Fabio Petito
David Rasmussen, Marco Ventura

Board of Governors, Reset DOC Europe
Roberto Toscano (President), Giancarlo Bosetti (Chairman) 
Marina Calloni, Pasquale Ferrara, Piergaetano Marchetti,
Francesco Micheli, Markus Reinhard, Alberto Saravalle
Organization
Giancarlo Bosetti (Chairman)
Letizia Durante, Enrico Biale, Sofia de Benedictis, Simone Disegni
Chiara Galbersanini, Marco Lucidi, Volker Kaul, Andrea Graziosi
Mohammed Hashas, Debora Tonelli, Federica Zoja

Board of Governors, Reset Dialogues US
Lisa Anderson, Giancarlo Bosetti, José Casanova 
Caroline Gerry, Joseph LaPalombara, Jonathan Laurence
Organization
Jonathan Laurence (Executive Director)
Amara Donovan (Executive Assistant)

The Power 
State Is Back?
 The Evolution of  Russian  
Political Thought After 1991
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I libri di Reset

Baev, Bosetti, Colton, Golts
Gudkov, Hanson, Kramer, Laruelle
Miller, Pavlenko, Zhuravleva 

edited by Riccardo Mario Cucciolla

Almost 25 years after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the process 
of ‘re-composition’ of a Moscow-dominated political space is still 
under way. Under the influence of different traditions, factors, 
events and interests, Russia seems to have developed a new version 
of the ‘power state’ that dominated European history until the 
20th century’s tragedies.
What was the weight of the Soviet legacy and of the crises of the 
1990s in this development? What has been the influence of polit-
ical leaders and intellectuals, siloviki, and economic elites on the 
current Russian political thought? To what extent have external 
factors contributed to shape this thought? What place for minori-
ties and cultural differences does this political trend leave? 
This volume is based on the proceedings of ‘The Evolution of Rus-
sian Political Thought After 1991’ workshop organized by Reset-
Dialogues on Civilizations (Berlin, 22-23 June 2015) and collects 
the essays written by Pavel K. Baev, Giancarlo Bosetti, Timothy 
J. Colton, Riccardo Mario Cucciolla, Alexander Golts, Lev Gudkov, 
Stephen E. Hanson, Mark Kramer, Marlene Laruelle, Alexey Miller, 
Olga Pavlenko and Victoria I. Zhuravleva.

9 788894 186901

ISBN 978-88-941869-0-1

9 788894 186987

ISBN 978-88-941869-8-7
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PHILOSOPHY &
SOCIAL CRITICISM

SPECIAL ISSUE: RESET DOC İSTANBUL SEMINARS 2016

RELIGION, RIGHTS AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE

EDITORS: ALESSANDRO FERRARA, VOLKER KAUL AND DAVID M. RASMUSSEN
Annoations

INTRODUCTION
VOLKER KAUL

Religion, rights and the public sphere 

PUBLIC SPHERE AND THE QUESTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS
ZYGMUNT BAUMAN

On strongmen’s (and strongwomen’s) trail

AMR HAMZAWY
Egypt after the 2013 military coup: Law-making in service of the new authoritarianism

MURAT BOROVALI
Turkey’s ‘liberal’ liberals

PATRICK WEIL
Denaturalization and denationalization in comparison (France, the United Kingdom, the United States)

THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE
DAVID M. RASMUSSEN

From the moral to the political: The question of political legitimacy in non-western societies

MAEVE COOKE
Unintelligible! Inaccessible! Unacceptable! Are religious truth claims a problem for liberal democracies?

CRISTINA LAFONT
Citizens in robes: The place of religion in constitutional democracies

SILVIO FERRARI
The danger of compartmentalization: An analysis of the relationship between theology and politics
through the prism of the right to freedom of religion

RELIGION AND THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE PUBLIC SPHERE
BOYAN ZNEPOLSKI

Unveiling the religious motives in radical social critique

MURAT AKAN
Looking beyond ‘imaginary’ analytics and hermeneutics in comparative politics

AHMET MURAT AYTAÇ
Lifestyle and rights: A neo-secular conception of human dignity

ISLAM AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE
MOH’D KHAIR EIEDAT

Islamic thought and the public sphere: A synthesis

CAMIL UNGUREANU
Michel Houellebecq’s shifting representation of Islam: From the death of God to counter-Enlightenment

CAN CEMGIL
The international order and the persistence of ‘violent extremism’ in the Islamic world

OHANNES KILIÇDAĞI
Social and political roles of the Armenian clergy from the late Ottoman era to the Turkish republic

ERRATUM

journals.sagepub.com/home/psc
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Reset DOC
Dialogues on Civilizations 
Via Vincenzo Monti 15
20123 Milan
+39 02 83994280 

Reset Dialogues US
48 Old Colony Road
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
+1 617 230 0387

www.resetdoc.org
info@resetdoc.org


